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CLEANING UP
INDUSTRY NEWS & VIEWS

very dangerous to people, so any UV equipment 
that can actually kill pathogens requires the 
operator to wear extensive protective gear. 
Before selecting a UV product, The International 
Ultraviolet Association recommends that buyers 
check for the product’s technical specifications, 
including its scientific research papers that verify 
the kill claim, and ensure it meets the 
appropriate safety standards.

MYTH: Foggers and misters are the best way 
to disinfect surfaces.

FACT: Foggers and misters aerosolize 
disinfectant solutions into the air so that the 
particles will fall onto surfaces and disinfect 
them. However, these mechanisms create 
droplets of various sizes which stay suspended 
in the air, making it unsafe to immediately re-
enter a treated space. They then fall straight 
down, due to gravity, and sit on only the tops of 
surfaces. As the particles are different sizes, 
they fall at different rates and cover surfaces 
unevenly. 

In comparison, a true electrostatic applicator 
negatively charges disinfectant and distributes 
identically-sized particles evenly on surfaces. 
The charged particles are drawn to the surfaces 
– sticking to the front, sides and backs – 
providing wrap around disinfectant coverage for 
even the most difficult to reach areas. Since the 
particles are attracted to surfaces, they do not 
remain in the air, so treated spaces are safe for 
immediate re-entry. When selecting an 
electrostatic disinfectant applicator, it is essential 
to ensure that sufficient charge density is 
delivered to successfully charge the chemistry, 
otherwise, once the disinfectant leaves the 
applicator nozzle it loses its charge, and will fall 
to the tops of surfaces just as disinfectant from a 
trigger spray bottle would do.

For more information on disinfecting, new 
technologies and the best ways to safeguard 
your facilities, ask your account representative 
to connect you with one of our infection 
prevention and control experts.

•

MYTH OR FACT?
A Look at Innovative Product Claims –  
What's proven? What's not?

With more and more businesses being given 
the green light to reopen, it’s important to know 
that the efforts put into improving facility hygiene 
are actually keeping facilities healthy and safe. 
Unfortunately, during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
there’s been no shortage of information on 
“innovative” cleaning products and techniques. 
But how can you know how these products 
really stack up against their claims? Let’s look at 
the top cleaning and hygiene myths and facts.  

MYTH: Every cleaning chemical will 
disinfect and will work for my facility.

FACT: Facilities should look for disinfectants 
that are DIN-certified, meaning that they meet 
Canada’s strict testing requirements to prove 
their ability to eliminate harmful pathogens. 
Used correctly, and with the appropriate PPE, 
disinfectants can be used on a wide variety of 
surfaces, are safe to use and most importantly, 
will help reduce the spread of viruses and 
bacteria.

MYTH: Any hand sanitizer will work.

FACT: Just like disinfectants, certain hand 
sanitizers meet Health Canada’s requirements 
and are authorized for sale in Canada. These 
are the only hand sanitizers that should ever be 
used. The products have been rigorously tested 
to ensure their efficacy and, most importantly, 
that they are safe to apply to the skin. Approved 
hand sanitizer products, when used properly, 
will help to reduce the risk of infection and 
spread of microorganisms.

MYTH: Any product that emits UV light kills 
the COVID-19 virus.

FACT: UV light is made up of UV-A, UV-B and 
UV-C rays. Only UV-C rays are strong enough 
to kill the COVID-19 virus, because they are 
much stronger than the UV-A and UV-B rays 
that reach the Earth from the sun. UV-C rays are
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Do you have cleaning questions for our 
experts? Email info@bunzlcanada.ca
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Back to Business Cleaning Essentials

The Advance SW8000™ is unsurpassed in 
indoor and outdoor power sweeping. A 50 
inch main broom – the widest in this 
sweeper class – combined with full time 
dust controlled dual side brooms*, creates 
an incredible 77 inch sweep path.

The innovative DustClear™ Five Stage 
Dust Control System allows for full time use 
of the dual side brooms by controlling dust 
along the entire sweep path – including the 
side brooms. Productivity is then increased 
by over 70% compared with conventional 
sweepers that control dust only at the main 
broom.

Advance SW8000TM Sweeper

ASK THE EXPERT
Reopening businesses while ensuring 
staff and patrons feel confident they're in a 
clean and healthy environment is a top 
priority for facilities across the country. 
Our Key Category Experts are front and 
centre helping our customers ensure their 
facilities stay healthy, safe and productive. 
But how exactly is this achieved? Here's 
what our experts have to say:

Ramp up your cleaning!

Increasing cleaning and disinfecting 
according to local public health guidelines 
is necessary to reduce the spread of 
harmful pathogens, especially in high 
traffic areas. Disinfecting and sanitizing 
high-touch surface areas more frequently 
is proven to be highly effective in infection 
prevention and control. Our Cleaning & 
Hygiene team can assist with protocol 
design and will specify the ideal product 
mix for your facility.

Product Codes:

This electrostatic disinfecting system 
delivers 360-degree surface coverage 
with Health-Canada approved disinfectant. 
It works quickly to disinfect every angle of 
high touch and hard-to-reach surfaces in 
less time, using less solution. With safe 
and immediate re-entry, downtime is 
eliminated – making this product ideal for 
high-occupancy facilities. The Clorox® Total 
360® ensures proven, superior results. 
Ask for your free demo today!

distancing requirements, hand hygiene 
how to’s and personal workspace 
hygiene. Download our free Healthy 
Workplace communications kit so 
employees and visitors understand their 
role in maintaining a healthy 
environment.

Contact your sales rep. 
for the full product line!

Deliver a fast and effective clean with 
Oxivir Tb RTU and Spilfyter™ 
Sanitizing Wipe Kit. With pre-
moistened wipes in short supply, this 
winning combo is a convenient way 
to quickly and effectively disinfect 
surfaces within 60 seconds – without 
any guesswork! Choose Oxivir Tb 
RTU and Spilfyter™ Sanitizing Wipe 
Kit to keep your facility clean and 
healthy!

Training

Understanding how to use cleaning 
chemicals and equipment correctly is 
critical. Hosting training for cleaning staff on 
how to effectively use cleaning chemicals, 
including accurate dilution rates, product 
dwell times and frequency of use will 
ensure they have the knowledge and 
confidence they need to clean properly for 
health and appearance. 

Validation and reassurance are essential
as businesses reopen. Validation helps 
management assess that cleaning protocols 
have been followed thoroughly to help 
minimize risk. Reassurance is critical for 
visitors and for employees. Ensure they see 
that cleaning protocols and safety measures 
have been put into place by posting 
communications throughout your facility 
about physical distancing requirements, 
hand hygiene how to’s and personal 
workspace hygiene. Download our free 
Healthy Workplace communications kit so 
employees and visitors understand their 
role in maintaining a healthy environment.

WandaMOBILE™ 

IMOPLT.FCT.2500C

Dynamic Duo

Clean floors up to 70% faster than a 
conventional wet mop with the i-Mop! 
This innovative floor cleaner is a 
must-try item for its deep-cleaning 
ability. It helps achieve 90% cleaner 
surfaces while avoiding dangerous 
cross-contamination. Equipped with 
colour-coded accessories to help staff 
keep cleaning areas separated, the i-
Mop is agile -- getting right up to 
edges and under obstacles. It virtually 
eliminates the manual operations 
required to supplement conventional 
machine scrubbing, too. Try the i-Mop 
today!

i-Mop

WandaMOBILE™ guides and 
manages cleaning activities on any 
mobile device. Part of the 
WandaNEXT™ smart cleaning 
management system, it tracks task 
completion, analyzes cleaning 
requirements and optimizes protocol 
compliance. WandaMOBILE™ is 
configured with customized cleaning 
protocols for each facility. Real-time 
tracking and analytics allow 
managers to measure compliance, 
implement program changes and 
provide training to ensure standards 
are consistently met. 

Product Codes:

REGARD Towel & Tissue 

More and more, studies prove that 
paper towel is more effective in 
removing germs from hands than air 
dryers. The cost of paper products 
adds up – that’s why we’ve refreshed 
our REGARD Towel & Tissue line to 
deliver better quality AND better 
value. Looking for a paper brand that 
really does deliver both? Look no 
further – ask for the full range 
REGARD has to offer. 

Contact us to get started!
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The Real Story on 
Disposable Gloves

Supply, demand and where we go 
from here

It’s no secret that the supply of 
disposable gloves has been heavily 
impacted by COVID-19. With cases all 
over the world rising at exponential rates, 
that impact is going to continue, and 
every business involved in facility 
cleaning needs to  be prepared.

To better understand where we are, and 
what’s ahead, it’s useful to understand 
more about the disposable glove industry 
as a whole.

The largest producer of disposable 
gloves has always been Malaysia, 
because of the abundance of rubber 
trees for making latex. Now, the world 
has largely shifted to nitrile gloves due to 
the prevalence of latex allergies, 
increasing environmental regulations on 
vinyl gloves, and because nitrile is more 
durable and offers a wider range of 
protection against chemicals. 

CLEANING UP  SUMMER 2020

Hands Down: Quality, Performance, Value.

SURETOUCH™ provides durability and performance – at 
exceptional value.

Available in high quality nitrile, vinyl and latex, these gloves 
come in a range of sizes for proper fit, comfort and flexibility. 
Try them and see why SURETOUCH™ is the hands down 
choice for hard working hands.
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As the global pandemic spread around 
the world, demand for disposable gloves 
soared – and so did prices. This is not 
only because of the surge in demand but 
because increasing glove production 
capacity is extremely difficult. Why? 
Manufacturers normally run nearly to 
capacity, so the ability to increase 
production may only be to run a plant 24 
hours per day 7 days a week, rather 
than 6 days. That one extra day of 
production cannot come close to 
meeting the increased demand. 

The other option is to build new factories, 
but the glove forming equipment takes 
time to manufacture and is very 
expensive. Getting one new plant up and 
running can take a full year, and requires 
enormous amounts of capital. 

When you combine this challenge with 
the current global shortage of nitrile 
material and the rising number of global 
cases of COVID-19, we expect the 
supply and demand imbalance to 
worsen, and prices to remain elevated 
until 2021. This will be exacerbated by 
medical glove manufacturers buying up 
available Asian production.

1. Plan your inventory requirements 
and provide us with a forecast if 
you can. We're focused on 
meeting your customers' needs 
and are not providing product to 
new customers at this time. 
Understanding your expected 
requirements will help us in supply 
allocation.

2. Use disposable gloves correctly and 
responsibly. While disposable gloves 
should NEVER be reused and should 
always be worn when required, 
employees should use them with 
care. For example, reduce waste by 
completing groups of tasks that 
require gloves at one time (where 
feasible) to reduce the number of 
times gloves are donned and 
removed each day.

3. Invest in reusable, chemical-resistant 
gloves made of neoprene, nitrile or 
PVC to protect hands when mixing 
chemicals, and for other tasks that 
require less dexterity.

Want to know more about using disposable gloves? 

Don't forget to download our free Healthy Workplace 
Communications Kit for a printable guide on how to safely 
don and doff disposable gloves!

www.bunzlcanada.ca/healthyworkplace

Healthy Workplace Communications Kit

So, what should YOU be doing to ensure 
you have the gloves you need to keep 
employees safe?

https://www.bunzlcanada.ca/healthyworkplace
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Tech-grade vs. Food-grade Sanitizers: What's the Difference?
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What to look for when selecting a tech-grade sanitizer for your facility 

Health Canada recently approved the use of tech-grade hand sanitizers in place 
of the food-grade sanitizers many of us are familiar with, as supplies to produce 
the latter have run low. So, what’s the difference? Technical-grade sanitizers use 
different types of ethanol that require a case-by-case evaluation by Health 
Canada to ensure that the product is effective and safe for use.

While the formulas are different, these sanitizers are meant to be used for all the 
same applications as a regular sanitizer. However, while still thorough, as the 
approval process for tech-grade sanitizers was set up under a time limit, Health 
Canada requires manufacturers to provide additional warning labels. Specifically, 
the labels must say that the product should not be used on broken or damaged 
skin, and that they are not recommended for children or women who are pregnant 
or breastfeeding (as these are typically considered more vulnerable groups). To 
ensure you're getting a safe product, the number one thing to look for when 
selecting a tech-grade sanitizer is that it's been approved by Health Canada.

The most noticeable difference most people will find with tech-grade sanitizers is 
the smell. Tech-grade ethanols have a noticeably stronger odour than in a regular

bunzlch.ca

Where to find us:
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For a complete list 
of our locations, 
please visit 
bunzlch.ca

Coming Soon! Don't Miss our Safety Webinar

Keep your eyes peeled for an invitation to attend our upcoming Safety Webinar! We'll cover everything you need to know 
about safety supplies in your workplace. More details to come!

Have a question in the meantime? Let us know! Contact your Bunzl Cleaning & Hygiene representative or email 
info@bunzlcanada.ca and we'd be happy to provide more information.

sanitizer.

Compared to other manufacturers, Avmor's 7T Hand Sanitizer is formulated with perfume to eliminate the harsh smell of the 
ethanol, which completely dissipates after it evaporates. It also provides a thick, stable lather that is fast-drying and leaves 
skin with a soft, refreshing, non-sticky feel. Contact us today to order!

http://www.wesclean.com/
https://www.bunzlcanada.ca/industries/cleaning-and-hygiene
https://www.bunzlcanada.ca
https://www.acmesupplies.ca/
https://www.bunzlcanada.ca/industries/cleaning-and-hygiene
http://www.planetclean.com/
http://www.prescottsm.com/en/
https://www.bunzlcanada.ca/industries/cleaning-and-hygiene
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